176                                                  JOHN  LAW
quisilorial 'vise? the existing amounts of bank-notes and company shares
In the hands of the public were reduced by more than half* The enormous
mass of paper winch this process yielded was put in a hug^ m<'.ineralor9
and days were occupied In the resulting combustion. Fire, purl lies every-
thing, said the Paris wags, and thus the 'system' of Law parsed away In
smoke.